6. Summary

In this thought-provoking and iconoclastic book we are given a unsanitized, down-to-earth reading of a good deal of Jesus' statements and actions found in the Gospel texts. 

From these texts will be deduced the following statements bound to scandalize most Christians: 

· that God as Love cannot but love each and everyone of His humans the same, irrespective of their lives and so is a Servant to them all; 

· that God as Love does not judge but only forgives; 

· that we as children of God are to act like Him and so always forgive and never judge, always love and never hate, always include and never exclude

· that Heaven and Hell are nothing but our reaction to the Truth about Who God is: unbounded Love to all His humans.     

7. Author

Graduating summa cum laude from Brébeuf College in Montréal, Canada, Jacques Beaulieu did a Honours degree in Physics at Université de Montréal before going to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. Attached at the Oxford Engineering Department and a member of Corpus Christi College, he did research in Electrical Plasma Physics at the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority's Culham Laboratory. 

He found the hard way that something published in the scientific litterature by professors from well-respected institutions in not necessary true. From that knowledge he later developped a need to check other people's work rather than take it for granted, which helped him in the understanding of his subject and which he applied to his research on the Gospels.

He married in Oxford, went back to Brébeuf College to teach and his wife bore him three sons. After nearly thirty years of teaching, he took early retirement and focused on theology, a subject that had fascinated him all his life. This is his first book. He brings to this subject a scientific mind and a down-to-earth view.

8. Audience
I have tried to do a new reading of Jesus' message, being as honest as possible. I have gone back to the meaning of the Greek words as they were used in everyday life in Jesus' time. The Greek words are too often translated by terms with a theological baggage that was probably absent when the text was written. 

This book was partly written as a reaction to statements like these which are, to some extent, found in the whole Christian world: it is perfectly compatible to be a Christian and want people killed and their souls in Hell. Judgment, violence and revenge can be Christian acts. This book is aimed at all those who defend or condemn these positions; this is why I wrote in English, today's language of communication for America, Canada, the British Isles, Australia among others. These are the people I want to reach.

I hope to get people to debate these issues. I have shown what are Jesus' positions on all these. I do not attack anyone or any group, though I show what statement or action is incompatible with Jesus' message. I have kept to basic principles. That, unfortunately, does not make for lively debate in some circles, but the thesis I develop is definitely at variance with offical positions of various Churches on quite a few topics. I have tried to show that my positions are based on what Jesus said, as He is my only authority in this book. I hope to bring about a new (or is it very old?) outlook on some basic points as I believe that the Churches have moved away from Jesus' message. 

It was also written because I felt that my knowledge of Jesus' message was inadequate and that the best way to understand something is to express it in my own terms. This is why I have written this book as if I was its reader. So I am talking to an equal, being very careful to be as clear as possible. I do not like long words; I tried to be as direct as possible, drawing from my teaching experience.


I cannot claim that this will be a best-seller. I cannot be certain that it will find an audience. I feel that I am working on very important points, but others might very well think otherwise. I must say that I do not know how to entice people to read anything, especially when my position is at variance with theirs. Most only want to be told what they already believe.

9. Competing and related titles.


Any book about the Gospels which touches on this first set of questions:  how and when they were written, the reliability of its message. Any book that argues that Jesus is the Voice of God and so is interested in fleshing out His message and its consequences in every day life. 


This book is different in that it argues from a very down-to-earth point of view, using common sense rather than scholarly authority, logic rather than tradition, going back to the original Greek text when needed but without the usual preconceived notions that have stiffled any fresh reading of these familiar texts, assuming that these texts are straighforward rather than mystical, forming a very coherent whole rather than a set of somewhat unrelated ideas. I must add that there is also a definitely preconceived notion at the basis of the whole book: I assume that Jesus is indeed the Word of God.


The idea of a fresh reading of the Gospels came to me quite a few years ago, and the work of James Allison convinced me of its need. Some of the ideas found in my book have evolved from his. The need to write my own ideas down in simple English after a careful reading of the texts is for me the only way to make sure that my understanding is clear, logical and faithful to the texts. Someone like Karen Armstrong is such a religious writer, though her interests are more encompassing than mine. She, just like me, has no Theology degree (though she was an RC nun), wrote a thesis at Oxford (in English Litterature in her case, in Electrical Plasma Physics in mine) and had it rejected. Of course, she is a famous writer, and I am just a Rhodes scholar who spent nearly thirty years teaching Physics in the Province of Québec's best College.

10. Special Marketing and Promotional Opportunities

This is my first book and it will probably infuriate every one who reads it, as there are at least some points that will be considered totally wrong by Christian Fundamentalists, Right Wing Roman Catholics, social-minded Christians as well as Liberation Theologians. 

I can of course give a talk as I have taught for most of my life. I do not belong to any group who would want to back me up and I do not even know if there is such a one. 

11. Status of the Project

The book is complete and has been revised to reach anyone who is interested in Christianity, the Gospels and Jesus' message. A slightly different version was sent to Novalis, a Canadian Roman Catholic Publisher. Here follows their evaluation of the manuscript and reason for them rejecting its publication: 

«Your proposed manuscript is a closely argued presentation of scripture, analysis and dogma, written for a Roman Catholic readership. It is crisply and economically presented. I regret to say that it is not a manuscript that Novalis can consider for publication.

In your proposal you raise the issue of the important of "amateurs" writing

for the general public. This is one we take very seriously here and such a

commitment is reflected in several of our titles. But when it comes to closely

argued scriptural analysis and dogmatics, I defer to the experience and opinion of my professional, academic colleagues.

So thank you for thinking of Novalis. I wish you well with this project and

hope that you will find some form of publishing outlet for it.» 

Kevin Burns, Commissioning Editor, Novalis, University Saint-Paul, 223 Main, Ontario. Postal Code: KIS 1C4  Tel.: (614)-236-1393

13. Submitting a Proposal or Sample Chapters

Chapter 1: What was meant by «Good News» when I was a child and my present understanding. I define the main problem and give my solution.

I. Preliminaries: the truthfulness and validity of the Gospels as well as  their supremacy 

Chapter 2: I look into the production of the Gospels. I argue that the scribes mentionned were there to take down what Jesus said; that Greek was used as the language of communication in Palestine; that the Gospels were needed immediately after Jesus' death and finally that their message makes a real difference in the life of those who follow it, and so, must have real value. 

Chapter 3: I argue that the Gospels are the only basic Christian documents; all others are totally subservient to them. I introduce the idea that as the Gospels all describe the same Jesus, any interpretation of the Gospels must, to be truthful, permit an understanding such that all the verses form a coherent whole. I then show that Jesus rewrote the Septuagint with His message and that it is only in the Gospels' light that Christians should read these texts.

Chapter 4: I show that choosing from the Septuagint without reference to the Gospels can bring some intolerable result as I find that the god I describe as the «god of armies» is a sadist guilty of crimes against humanity. This is possible because there are many pictures of God in the Septuagint. 

II. The core of Jesus' message: Who God is, who we are to be
Chapter 5: I show that God’s perfection and prescription consist in  loving everyone the same by looking at excerpts from the Sermon of the Mount. I examine the various options Jesus rejected as «sins» at the beginning of His ministry. I look at His reaction to violence in His passion and crucifixion and how these reveal Who God is.

Chapter 6: Jesus’ passion and death are often caracterized as a «sacrifice»; I show that Jesus' execution can be considered as a sacrifice offered by the High Priest, especially as He is executed for blasphemy. On the other hand, as Jesus can be said to have sacrificed Himself, I examine first the eating of Jesus and then I suggest that the Father offered His Son to humans as atonement for sins against them.

Chapter 7: I show that Jesus was a Servant, a  Doctor Who came to seek those who are sick. He taught us to have faith in God's attentive service and also that all actions will be known by all.

III. My thesis about the afterlife: God  loves everyone, good or bad  

 Chapter 8: I examine the consequences in the afterlife of God being Love: the possible human reactions to God as everyone 's Lover and Light, one of them being Hell, a reality that Jesus stressed. I contrast this Hell with the one 
I had learned about as a child. I show  my thesis compatible with Jesus' core message. 

IV. How my thesis is compatible with the rest of the Gospels

Chapter 9: I examine the compatibility of my thesis with what Jesus said about judgment and forgiveness, which include the parables of the unforgiving servant, of the beam in the human judge's eye and of the Pharisee and the Publican as well as the case of the adultereous woman.

Chapter 10: I examine the compatibility of my thesis with the following parables that describe «Heaven»: the parables about Judgment, those of the Sower, those on the motto «Be Prepared», the one of the King's son wedding and finally, the one on Lazarus and the rich man.

Chapter 11: I examine the compatibility of my thesis with the parables on God's perceived unfairness:  the Prodigual Son, the Vineyard Laborers' Wages, the Talents and the one about the unproductive fig tree. 

Chapter 12: I examine the compatibility of my thesis with the parables about how to live our lives: those of the faithful and faithless stewards, the one of the Good Samaritan as that 
of the Shrewd steward. That is followed by what Jesus had to say about chastisement. 

Chapter 13: I examine the compatibility of my thesis with Jesus' message defining who is a child of God: someone who follows God's lead, trusts in the Father, is ready to shed blood, sweat and tears, humble, and who chooses God over Money, like the poor widow as well as His statement of what constitutes defilement, goodness and evil.

V. Other possible problems

Chapter 14: I examine incidents which might contredict my thesis in one way or another: Jesus' «claim» to have obscured His message by the use of parables; Jesus' treatment of the Canaan woman and His violence against the Temple merchants and a fig tree and see if these problems can be resolved.

 Chapter 15: To finish, I examine and try to find solutions to some other possible problems: what Jesus says about salvation; about the day of judgment, about the Church's rôle in forgiveness.

